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When a man desired to qualify in any science, he had first of all to
pass an entrance examination, but they seemed to think that when
they took up a religious book, no previous preparation in any other
direction was necessary, but that they could read these scriptures
untaught and interpret them for themselves; and that attitude of
mind was considered to be real independence of spirit. In his opinion,
it was nothing but sheer licence taken with things of which they
had not the slightest knowledge. They were told in all the Hindu
scriptures that before they could even handle these venerable books,
they must cultivate absolutely pure and truthful lives, they must try
to learn to control their passions which took them away from the
central point.
The mind had been likened to an intoxicated monkey, and so it
was. If they were to analyse their minds, they would find that they
had very little reason to think ill of others, and would begin to think
ill of themselves; for they would find that they harboured within
themselves robbers and murderers—terms used by them so glibly in
connection with others. He wished that they would recognize a limita-
tion in regard to their studies, and that such limitation, instead of
hampering their activity, would further their strength and enable
them to soar higher.
He did not think it at all a part of their life to extend its scope,
but thought it their duty to intensify it both with reference to their
studies and to their activities; for if a man concentrated his attention
on a particular thing or idea in life, he was likely to make much
better use of himself and of his opportunities than if he divided his
attention between this, that and the next thing.
Hindu sages had told them that to live the life, no matter how
hampered it might be, no matter with what limitations, was infinitely
superior to having a mental grasp of things divine. They had taught
them that until one by one and step by step, they had woven these
things into their lives, they would not be able to have a grasp of
the whole of the divine teaching; and so he urged them that if they
wanted to live the real life, it was not to be lived in that hall, it
was not to be lived in theosophical libraries, but it was to be lived
in the world around them, in the real practice of the little teaching
that they might have been able to grasp.
In India the year was marked by the founding of the Servants of
India Society on June 12 by Gokhale, whom Gandhi respected most

